as a scholar. The parsimonious style of explanation and logical consistency of the argument throughout the book make it engaging. Methodologically, the author's employment of quantitative and qualitative methods to test his propositions is impressive. In each chapter Arriola seamlessly integrates and compares data from fieldwork in two case studies, Kenya and Cameroon. The foundation of his argument concerning the relationship of the business class to the state and later to incumbent regimes is corroborated through both the quantitative analysis and qualitative cases. Through a careful examination of the state-led financial sector, banking sector, and liberalization of capital, the book demonstrates that African states that implemented liberalizing financial reforms ultimately generated a business class free from state regulation and more supportive of opposition candidates. These contributions of the book ensure that it will have a lasting impact on the broader field of African politics and political economy.
Nevertheless, the conceptualization of ethnic groups as the same across many countries implies that ethnic groups face identical challenges to forming political coalitions regardless of their context. Rather than relying on ethnicity to capture differences among groups across the continent, it may be useful for students of African politics to think about why-perhaps even if-ethnicity is important in particular cases. This requires scholars to investigate particular cases closely in order to determine which groups, ethnic or otherwise, are politicized and why. Arriola presents evidence from the two case studies in this fashion and the resulting analysis is decidedly persuasive. What is lacking is a convincing discussion of the relevant cleavages in the remaining cases that are analyzed by quantitative methods. Multiethnic Coalitions in Africa contributes to the literature on democratizing states in Africa and will undoubtedly be read in future seminars on African politics both at the undergraduate and graduate levels. It is rare for academic writing to generate such hostility, perhaps especially academic writing on something as seemingly dry as, in Jerven's own words, an "ethnography of national income accounting in Africa" (xii). Yet the implications of Jerven's carefully researched book are nothing short of controversial. By focusing on national accounts and gross domestic product (GDP) statistics, Jerven not only describes in detail how the data are collected and constructed, but also analyzes the political pressures that shape the statistics. As he points out, "while these data are presented as facts, they are better considered products" (5). Jerven argues that African GDP data are unreliable, cautioning that any cross-country regressions relying on these growth numbers are "likely to yield nonsense or misleading findings" (57). Without reliable GDP data, assessing whether, and by how much, an entire country is growing, or determining the impacts of a particular policy regime such as structural adjustment, is not nearly as straightforward as previously thought.
In chapter 1 Jerven finds few consistent patterns across different GDP databases, and lucidly explains the statistical reasons for such differences. He argues that challenges in gathering data and use of outdated base years tend to result in an underreporting of income. In chapter 2 he examines how statistical offices' approaches to data collection have changed over time, noting logistical complexities associated with compiling national accounts data-such as capturing "subsistence" production and informal economiesand arguing that a weakening of the state, following structural adjustment programs, has led to decline in the quality of national accounts data. He concludes at the end of both chapters that these issues indicate strongly that income and growth have been underestimated. In chapter 3 he develops his argument that data quality matters through three case-studies: population in Nigeria, crop-production in Nigeria, and growth rates during the era of structural adjustment in Tanzania. In chapter 4 and in his conclusion he lays out several possible ways to improve both data quality and our understanding of how the data are produced.
So, what is to be done? Some researchers, aware of the challenges of using this sort of macro-level data, have championed household surveys and other micro-level data sources (see A. Deaton, Analysis of Household Surveys [Johns Hopkins, 2000] ; B. Milanovic, Worlds Apart [Princeton, 2005] ). Others see figures such as GDP as part of a broader geopolitical project rather than as indicators in and of themselves (see T. Mitchell, Rule of Experts [California, 2002] ). Nonetheless, Jerven argues that "GDP is too important to be ignored and the numbers are too poor to be trusted blindly" (115). In addition to arguing for more funding for statistical offices, he claims that to improve data reliability statistical offices should pursue more frequent surveys to track changes rather than focusing on occasional censuses. He also argues that data producers ought to make meta-data readily available, including information on baseline years, revisions, and approaches to data collection. However, he is careful to point out that responsible data use lies not only with data producers but also with endusers. Data-users need to be able to understand the limits of the data; to do this well, Jerven calls for deeper country-level engagement by researchers. Relatedly, he argues for more qualitative research on the processes underlying the data collection and on the assumptions made. Such work would be worthwhile, but as he himself has shown, this is neither an easy nor a "politic" task. For many, the AIDS epidemic in Africa has been tragic, but for some it has also provided great opportunity. Johanna Taylor Crane's new book, Scrambling for Africa , illustrates the opportunistic side of AIDS in Africa in her descriptive analysis of the rise of American global health science. Her short but dense monograph captures the power dynamics of postcolonial science, from the molecular level to transnational partnerships. The title of the book refers to a scrambling for "Africa"; however, Crane's research in Africa draws primarily on her observations in a semirural HIV clinic in Uganda. Crane uses ethnographic methods, drawing on her experience working for a U.S.-funded research project collecting data in Mbarara, Uganda. Her in-depth interviews of American researchers, Ugandan researchers, Ugandan clinicians, and research staff were supplemented with participant-observation at key conferences on global health.
Scrambling for Africa has five chapters (plus an introduction and conclusion). The bulk of Crane's research and analysis (chapters 1, 2, 3, and 5)
